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CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Monday  |  Session 1 
Brett Bartlett 

Highest View of Scripture? 
A Biblical Point of Departure for the Problem of Preservation 

 
 
 
Most important attribute of God:  
 

• Is there a God? 
• Did He say anything? 
• What did He say? 

 
 
The Word of God (and It’s claims about Itself as the word of God) 
 

Jeremiah 20:9  
Psalm 119:9-11  
Psalm 119:42  
Psalm 119:57  
Psalm 119:89  
Psalm 119:103  
Psalm 119:105  
Psalm 119:140  
Psalm 119:147  
Psalm 119:160  
Psalm 119:172  

 
 

• God is Spirit 
 

John 4:24  
 

o God exists both outside and above His creation.  
 
     John 6:57-64  
 

o “the words I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” 
 

John 14:6  
 

*2 Samuel 22:31 (way) 
     *John 17:17 (truth) 
     *John 6:63 (life) 
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Psalm 18:28-32  

     1 Thessalonians 2:12-13  
Psalm 12:6-7  
Psalm 119:165  

 
 

• God is Perfect 
 

Psalm 19:7-11  
 

o God is perfect … God’s Word is perfect. [Faith-based View of Preservation)  
 
 

• God is Eternal  
 

Hebrews 1:8-12  
Matthew 24:35  
Psalm 119:89  

 
o God’s Word is eternal… just like God 

 
 

• God is Light 
 

1 John 1:5  
  Psalm 119:105  
  Psalm 119:130  
 

o God is Light – So is this Book. 
 
 
• God is Immutable  
 
 

o He doesn’t change.  
 

James 1:17  
Psalm 138:1-2  
Isaiah 34:16  
Joshua 1:8  
2 Peter 1:19,20 
1 Thessalonians 2:12-13  
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No matter how hard you might try, you can’t separate this Book from God. The attempt to do so 
theologically will always end in heresy and the attempt to do so devotionally will surely result in 
idolatry.  
 

John 8:29-32  
Acts 11:26  

 
 

• Both the Bible and Jesus Christ have 2 natures: Human and Divine  
 
 

• Both the Bible and Jesus Christ produce the “new birth”. 
 

1 Peter 1:23-25  
 

 
• Both are loved and both are hated in the same way by the same groups  

 
John 14:21 {LOVED}  

   John 15:25 {HATED} 
 
   2 Chronicles 16:9  
   Proverbs 15:3  

Psalm 139:1-16  
Revelation 10:8-10  

   Galatians 5:19-21  
Matthew 15:16-20  
Romans 1:25-32  

 
 

• Both can be received or rejected by the same groups in the same way. 
 

John 1:12  
John 12:42-48  
John 5:36-47 
John 12:48  

 
 

• Both of them will live forever.  
 

Psalm 119:89  
Matthew 24:35  

    2 Peter 1:3-4  
Philippians 2:10 
Nehemiah 9:5  
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Acts 4:12 
Psalm 138:2   

 
 

Do you know how many times Paul employs the word “scriptures” in his epistles? (twice) and both 
times … by all that is rational ... he “should have used the word “God” instead:  

 
Galatians 3:8  
Romans 9:17  
 
Ecclesiastes 8:4 
Genesis 32:28  

 
 
 

This Book claims to be able to:  
 

• to “build you up”  
 

Acts 20:32  
 
 

• to help you to grow  
 

1 Peter 2:2  
James 1:21  

 
 

• hold the atomic structure of the universe together.  
 

Hebrews 1:3  
John 8:47 
John 6:63-64  

 
 
  



 

5 

CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Monday  |  Session 2 
Alan Shelby 

History & Heritage of the Bible 
A Codex Moment 

 
 
 
 
A ______________ MOMENT 
• Inspiration was a supernatural process 
• Transmission was with standard materials 
• Preservation went through providential methods 
 
 
I. MATERIALS OF_______________________________ 
 

PROOF TEXT: 1 Corinthians 14:36-38; Gen 10:8-10 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
• A codex is the document when an ancient manuscript finally makes it to ______________________ 

• Cuneiform was wedge shaped writing on ___________ 

• Textual criticism is the process of trying to ascertain the _____________________ of an ancient text 

from its surviving copies 

• Uncials are manuscripts written in all __________________ without accent marks, punctuation, or 

separating words or sentences 

• Minuscules or cursives are manuscripts written in a font of all _____________________ with spacing 

between the words 

• The word autographa means the original manuscript written in ______________________________ 

• Versions are Bible translations into different _____________________ 

• Church Fathers were leaders of the ________________ Church who quoted scripture in their writings 

• Lectionaries were books used by the early church that contained _____________________________ 

• ____________________ is the belief the Bible is not only inspired, but free from any mistake or 

falsehood, and what is revealed on any subject cannot ultimately be proven false 

• Inspiration is the act of God in ________________________________________________________ 
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• Italicized words in a King James Bible represent words not in the original language, which the 

translators added to convey the sense of what was being said into English 

• Preservation means to __________________________________________________ 
 
 

A.___________, 1500 BC, Job 19:24; Ex 34:1; Deut 27:2-3 
 

B. _______________ Tablets, 800 BC, Isa 30:8; Hab 2:2 
 

C._________________________, 600 BC, Ezek 2:9-3:3 
 
 
 
Philippians 1:1-2 

PAULANDTIMOTHEUSTHESERVANTSOFJESUSCHRISTTOALLTHESAINTSINCHRISTJESUSWHICHAREA
TPHIPIPPIWITHTHEBISHOPSANDDEACONSGRACEBEUNTOYOUANDPEACEFROMGODOURFATHER
ANDFROMTHELORDJESUSCHRIST 

 
 
 
Point 1. Early scribes were not concerned with making a readable text but an ___________________. 
 
 
Point 2. If you are off on the doctrine of inspiration, then ____________________________________. 
 
 
Point 3. If it starts with a supernatural revelation, it has to end with a supernatural preservation, 
otherwise _________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Point 4. Modern textual critics are certain they are right, but they are not certain 
_________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Point 5. I know God’s word was______________________________, because I know who God is, I 
know what God is capable of, and I know what God has said about doing it. 
 
 
Point 6. The keeping of God's word is the job of ____________________________________________. 
 
 
Point 7. We can only reconstruct the true New Testament text with certainty by 
______________________________________________________________________________. 
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D. ___________________ (Parchment, or Vellum), 500 BC, Zech 5:1-2; Psa 40:7 
 

E.________________, 100 AD 
 

F.________________, Job 19:24; Jer 17:1; Isa 8:1 
 

G. ____________ Pen, Jer 8:8; Psa 45:1 
 

H. _______________ Pen 
 

I.________, Jer 36:18 
 

J. ________________ (Roll, or Volume), Heb 10:7; Ezra 6:1-2 
 

K. ______________ (Book) 
 
 
MATERIAL SOURCES FOR A GREEK NT TEXT 
 

1. Greek _________________ ~5800 

2. Ancient ________________ (19,300) 

3. Imperial_______________________, 2 Cor 2:17; 4:2 

A. Survived the persecutions because of their willingness to _____________________________ 

B. Rose from the ranks Roman Vicars, who were leaders of a Roman diocese, who were 

converted in name to Imperial priests 

4. ____________________ 2,453 
 
 
 
II. PROCESS OF _________________________ 
 

PROOF TEXT: Rom 16:22; Job 32:8; Jer 36; 2 Pet 1:21 
 
 
Thesis: ___________________ is the mechanism God used to get his mind to humanity without error. 
 
BIBLE COLLEGE: INSPIRATION 

1) Contemporary views of inspiration 
2) Traditional views of inspiration 
3) The FACT of inspiration in 2 Tim 3:16 
4) The PROCESS of inspiration from 2 Pet 1:19-21 
5) The EXTENT of inspiration 
6) The problems with the doctrine of inspiration 
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Revelation 

èInspiration (Prophesying) 
èInscripturation (Scripture) 

èTransmission (Manuscripts) 
èPreservation 

èTranslation 
 
 
 
III. METHOD OF_____________________, Psalm 118:8; 2 Sam 22:31 
 

PROOF TEXT: Psa 12:6-7; Isa 40:8, 59:21; Mat 5:18, 24:35; Pro 30:6 
 
 
THREE _________________ WITH “THE ORIGINALS” 
 

A. Original author – limited to human understanding 
B. Original intent – limited to past application 
C. Original manuscripts – limited to… no longer exist! 
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CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Tuesday  |  Session 3 
Brett Bartlett 

The Logic of Faith from Internal Evidence 
Preparing Your Mind for the Trial of Transmission 

 
 
 
 
The Bible’s Point of Departure for It’s Own Authority (PRESERVATION) – What you lose by not 
accepting that point of departure:  
 

• If you don’t believe in infallible inspiration, then what is your intellectual basis for the infallible 
inspiration of the original NT manuscripts?   

 
• The logical point of departure for unbelief (whenever or wherever or by whomever it is 

manifested) is a denial of preservation. 
 

Proverbs 22:1-21  
1 Thessalonians 2:12-13  

 
 
I. The Logic of Faith as Our Point of Departure and How It Leads to the True Bible Text 
 
 

The point of departure for the logic of faith is 5-fold:  
 
 

A. Foundation: Scripture over Human Reasoning – Not Man’s 
 
  1 Corinthians 2:1-16  

2 Timothy 2:15  
2 Timothy 3:14-17  
James 3:13-18  

 
2 Peter 1:19-21  
2 Timothy 3:15-17  

 
 

B. The Logic of Faith is based on words not ideas  
 
 
 

C. The Logic of faith is based on words not manuscripts  
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2 Peter 1:21 
 
 

D. The Logic of Faith begins with the promise of God and moves forward … {Faith-Based View 
of Preservation}  

 
Romans 10:16-17  
1 Timothy 6:20-21  
Colossians 2:6-8  
2 Thessalonians 2:1-2  

 
 

E. The Logic of Faith begins with a negative view of man.  
 

Jeremiah 8:8  
    Romans 3:3-4  
 
 
 
External Evidence  

 
• Who? – People God used in both lines of Manuscripts   

 
 

• Where? – The places those manuscripts were created and what God was doing with those 
places at the time those manuscripts were being created.  

 
 

• How? – The way in which those who created those manuscripts thought about orthodox 
doctrine, preservation, and their respective philosophies of translation and dissemination.  

 
 

• When? - What God was doing with those manuscripts and the people who possessed them 
at the time in History they were being used. 

 
 
 

A. They only indirectly connect to the Logic of Faith as they concern textual-criticism and thus, by 
definition work back from the finished product to determine selective faith, based on 
naturalistic rubrics. 

 
 
 

B. They stop short of the actual English text.  
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Internal Evidence 
   

• Why? – Why does it matter? Why do you have the Bible you have? What were the factors in 
your decision? What was reason the translators produced whatever Bible you have? Can a 
reason be ascertained? How would you going about making such a determination? What were 
the translators perspectives on doctrine and preservation and their philosophy of textual 
criticism and translation and transmission? Does it matter to you what mattered to them?  

 
 

• What? / To What Extent? The finished product of the English Text. The Bible in your lap.  
 
 
 
The reasoning behind what English Bible you choose will either be based on humanism motivated by 
pragmatism, founded upon textual criticism or it will be based on Providence, motivated by a love for 
the individual words of God, founded upon a faith-based view of Preservation.  
 
 2 Timothy 1:13  
 
 

Who but a “King James Onlyist”… 
 

Matthew 4:4 (Christ) 
Job 23:12 (Job) 
1 Kings 8:56 (Solomon) 

    Jeremiah 26:1-16 (Jeremiah) 
1 Samuel 3:19 (Samuel) 
Matthew 24:35  

 
 
 
 
 

“The great object of some men seems to be to find in the Bible something which they cannot 
believe: for my part I am delighted with what I do believe. They cultivate doubts, while a wise 
man regards them as weeds, and burns them in a heap . . . I should like to ask all such criticism 
and great discovers whether they believe that their discoveries tend at all to the creation of peace 
in their own minds, or in the minds of others? I believe, and then I get peace . . . The child-like way 
of sitting at Jesus’ feet, and receiving his words – this is the path of peace. All the outgrowth of 
quibbling and caviling may be summed up as thorns and briars, tearing the flesh and rending the 
spirit. These things had Christ spoken, that they might believe Him, for well He knew that the 
victory which overcomes trial is faith, and not doubt. Believing, and not questioning, is the King’s 
highway.”  

– Charles Spurgeon 
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CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Tuesday  |  Session 4 
Alan Shelby 

History & Heritage of the Bible 
The Ideology in our Theology 

 
 

 
 
Thesis: In the last days a falling away from sound doctrine is _____________ to occur. Acts 20:30-31; 2 
Tim 4:3-4 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
• Apostasy is an ___________________ or renunciation of religious belief 

• To ______________ scripture means you make scriptural principles and events representative of 

your personal ideas, concepts and opinion 

• Scripture does not equal “the originals”; scripture is that which was written and recognized as 

_______________ 

• The original copy is called the _______________________ 

• A Scriptorium is a ________ room for scribes 

• A canon is a ______________ for the judgment of scholars 

• Conflation means to confuse and then __________ two readings of a text into a composite 

• Eclectic means _______________ what appears to be best from various sources 
 
 
 
AN EXPERIENTIAL EXEGESIS OF HOW APOSTASY WORKS 
 

1. False ______________is exalted above the scriptures, 1 Tim 6:20 

2. The ____________meaning of scripture is spiritualized away, 2 Tim 2:16-18 

3. _________________is substituted for scripture, Col 2:8 
 
 
 
Point 1. False teachers placed their own interpretations on Christian truth by reading human ideas 
_____ it. 
 
Point 2. Any time you take away from the authority of the scriptures, you lose the ______________ of 
the Spirit. 
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Point 3. You do not have God’s _________ if you do not have his words. 
 
Point 4. In the Bible there is no example of textual_________, because the Levitical priests were 
practicing textual ___________________ all along. 
 
Point 5. If the Devil can get you to doubt God’s word then he has moved you away from a position of 
__________. 
 
Point 6. Whenever we can identify scripture, in our age and in our language, we have something 
______________-_____ by God, because just like God put his spirit into dust and made it a living soul, 
God puts his breath into the Bible and makes it his living word. 
 
Point 7. There are not 200 choices, because there are only two main sources: a God-preserved text 
and a _____-_______ one. 
 
Point 8. A new text must always result in a new_____________________. 
 
Point 9. Centuries of persecution and destruction did not wipe-out our English Bible, but a few decades 
of manipulation and corruption has _____________ its authority. 
 
Point 10. _________________ means nothing without preservation. 
 
Point 11. Bad copies were rejected by God’s people but ________________ by monks and Popes. 
 
 
 
I. THE SCHOLARS & THE SCRIPTURES, Gen 18:14; Psa 100:5 
 

A. What _________ Himself Said, Heb 10:7; John 5:39; Matt 22:29; 21:42 
 
 

B. What the ________________ Believed, John 2:22; Luke 24:27,45,32; 1 Tim 5:18 
 
 

C. The Role of_______________, Gen 3:1 
 
 

D. What the ____________ Is All About, 2 Tim 3:13,15-16; Rom 3:2-4 
 
 

SUMMARY, PSALM 119:140,144,152,160,128 
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II. THE SCRIBES & THEIR SCROLLS 
 

A. The Debate: History of Textual Criticism, 2 Cor 2:17 
 

1. The ____________________ Method of Classifying Manuscripts 
 
 

The Genealogical Method 
TWO FAMILIES OF TEXTS PHANTOM FAMILY 

“Neutral” Eastern Caesarean 
Alexandrian 
From Hesychius 

Koine 
From Lucian 

 

Egyptian 
(Alexandria) 

Byzantine (Antioch)  

 Traditional or 
Received Text (Textus 
Receptus) 

Most current 
scholars challenge 
its existence 

 Majority Text  
5% of existing MSS 95% of existing MSS  
Intentional 
corruptions 

Unintentional errors  

NIV, Etc. KJV Mystery 
 
 

2. The Canons of Textual Criticism, 2 Tim 3:8; 1 Tim 6:5 
 

A. External Canon: Manuscripts must be_________________, not counted 

B. Internal Canon: The reading is to be preferred that best _______________ the 

others 

C. Transcriptional Probabilities: Lectio difficilior lectio potior (the more 

_____________ reading is the more probable original reading) 

D. Transcriptional Probabilities: Lectio brevior lectio potior (the ____________ 
reading is the more probable original reading) 

 
 

3. Alan's Canons on the Canons 
 

A. That the more absurd reading is the original is only correct if you do not accept verbal 

________ 

B. That the shorter reading is the original is only correct if you do not accept continuous 

________________ 
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C. That the older the reading is the more probable original is only correct if you venerate 
___________ 

 
 
WHY THE TRADITIONAL RECEIVED TEXT IS ____________________ 
 

• It is easier to read, and the original was given by inspiration 
• It is longer, and every word was preserved in history 
• It was used and worn-out, so the copies we have are in the majority but later in date 

 
 

B. The Disaster: Two Opposing Philosophies 
 

TWO COMPETING PHILOSOPHIES OF TEXTUAL CRITICISM 

1. The true text has never been _________ but was preserved 

2. The text is part of an _________________ process continuing today 
 
 

C. The Dilemma: Which Bible? 1 Tim 6:20 
 
 

D. The Defenders: Arguments 
 
 

E. The Decision: Answers 
 

1. The correct MSS are in the _________________ 

 

2. The received text does go back _______________ than the other line or families 

 

3. The received text still has a variety of early _______________ to back it up, like 

versions, church fathers, and lectionaries 

 

4. The traditional text was received and believed by God’s ____________ for over 1,000 

years 

 
5. In the alternative line representing the __________________ family: Codex Sinaiticus 

leaves out 4000 words from the gospels alone; adds 1000 words, and changes the 
reading in another 1500 places 
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F. The Deal: Modern Versions 
 

THE PROBLEM WITH MODERN VERSIONS 
 

1. They are not a ___________ of the operation of the Holy Spirit through the priesthood of 

believers 

2. They have a faulty text to translate from 

3. They have a false ____________________ of translating work 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION, Psalm 119:31,116,159,161 
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CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Wednesday  |  Session 5 
Brett Bartlett 

The Certainty of the Words of Truth 
The Right Heart Attitude to Guide Us Through the Deliberations of Canonicity 

 
 
 
As one studies the Word of God and Church History, side by side, two great truths about the 
movement of the Spirit of God upon the people of God become self-evident:  
 

1. Apostasy always begins with misapprehensions concerning the true nature of faith.  
 

2. Revival always begins with repentance borne of a correction of these misapprehensions and 
increased understanding of how the Spirit of God responds to rightly dividing and rightly 
applying the Word of God. 

 
 

Word of God 
 

A. After Judah’s return from Babylonian captivity, OT prophets laid the groundwork for the 
spiritual revivals which took place among the among God’s people under the leadership of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, by pointing out the difference between genuine faith in God and the 
superstition of heathen idolatry.  

 
B. John the Baptist prepared the way for the Lamb of God, in large part, by denouncing the 

arrogance and vanity and hypocrisy of the Pharisees and Sadducees and demonstrating the 
difference in their attitudes from true, godly, repentant faith. 

 
 

Church History 
 

A. By exposing the false doctrines of Gnostics attempting to counterfeit biblical Christianity by 
merging it with mysticism and asceticism, the early generations of Christians made possible 
the spread of genuine Christianity during the ecclesiastical credal confusion of the Nicene 
Age.  

 
B. More than 1,000 years later, Martin Luther turned the already kindled spark of the struggle 

against the Papal stronghold of persecution against the true church into the roaring 
conflagration of the Reformation, by insisting upon a difference between justification by 
faith alone and the hellish admixture of works being propagated by the Roman Catholic 
Church.  
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I. How We Know the Bible Is True? 
 
 

A. The Bible is the revelation of God Himself.  
 
 
 
 

B. The Bible is eternally established. 
 

Psalm 119:89  
John 17:14  

  Isaiah 40:7-8  
Romans 15:4  

 
 
 

C. The Bible Is Infallibly Inspired.  
 
 

1. Jesus understood the entire compilation of the Old Testament writings to be 
considered, together as “the Scriptures”. 

   
Luke 24:44  

 
• Jesus divided the OT in 3 sections and referred to the whole ball of wax as 

one thing. Law (Torah) - Prophets (Nabhim) - Psalms (Kethubim) 
 

• He believed they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
        Mark 12:36  
 

• He believed not one word of them could be denied. 
John 10:31-35  

 
• He believed not one marking or particle of them could perish. 

        Matthew 5:18  
 

• He believed that everything written in them was divinely authoritative. 
        Matthew 4:4  
 
 

2. Jesus also believed that the NT would be infallibly inspired just as the OT.  
 

• Gospels/Apostles 
 

John 14:23-26  
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• Paul’s Letters 

 
2 Peter 3:15-16  

   1 Corinthians 14:36-38  
 

• NT Prophecy/Jewish Epistles (Prophetic / Doctrinal Application) 
 

John 16:12-13  
2 Timothy 3:13-17  

   Revelation 22:18-19  
 
 
 

D. The Bible has been Providentially and Perfectly Preserved  
 
    Matthew 5:18   
    Luke 21:33  
 
 
 
II. Internal Evidence … The Bible’s Testimony of Itself 
 

Genesis 5:1  
Matthew 1:1  

 
 

Comparing the inexplicable hatred:  
 

• The Word of God  
 

John 7:7  
 
 

• The word of God 
 

Matthew 7:28-29  
   John 7:42-46  
   John 6:63   
   1 Timothy 6:9-10  
   John 5:39-47  

1 Corinthians 15:1-22  
Galatians 1:8-12  

   John 14:6  
   John 8:31-47 
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CERTAINTY CONFERENCE 2018 
Preservation of Scripture 

Wednesday  |  Session 6 
Alan Shelby 

History & Heritage of the Bible 
The Reality in History 

 
 
 
 
Thesis: The Bible did not come down to us in a____________________________________________. 
 
 
THE TOP 10 REASONS WHY YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT THE BIBLE IS 

 

10. There is a denial today of the _______________________________ as an absolute standard 

and final authority 

9. Secular society criticizes the Bible as a _______________________________________________ 

8. When the Bible has been revised in English it has tended to become _________________ 

7. A body of other “holy books” now _____________________________________________ 

6. The Bible becomes the basis of _________________________________________________ 

5. Critics are trying to find a “canon” _______________________________________________ 

4. Satan always makes sure old heresies are ________________ as new creative attacks 

3. Eternal life hangs in the balance because only the Bible has_____________________, Ps 115:3-

4,8; John 6:68 

2. If we spend our life following something untrue, we are of all 

people_________________________, 1 Cor 15:19 

1. The Bible claims to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, truly authoritative, and inerrant—but if we are 

not certain of the words of truth today, _________________________________________, Prov 

22:10-21 

 
 
I. The _______________ of Translation, Rom 11:2-4; 2 Sam 3:10; Col 1:13; Heb 11:5 
 
 
Point 1. It is consistent with the word of God to say that a translation of God’s words 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Defn.: To translate is to____________________________________________, or transpose from 
one location to another. 

 
A. A perfect translation is consistent with the ____________________________________________ 

B. A perfect translation is consistent with the ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Point 2. God uses human instrumentality, without being at the mercy of ________________________ 
___________________________________________. 
 

C. A perfect translation is consistent with the ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
II. The ________________ of Getting a Text 
 
 
Point 3. The best way to transfer thought accurately is through the___________________________. 
 
Point 4. God caused his thoughts to be recorded in such a way his providence _________________ 
______________________________, and we received a complete and perfect statement of his mind. 
 
 

A. The _____________Text of the Old Testament, Psalm 12:6 
 
 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATED TO THE HEBREW OT (SO YOU CAN BE SMART, TOO!) 
 

§ Psalter—a collection of the book of Psalms 
§ Pentateuch—literally “five books;” the first five books of the Jewish and Christian Bible, all 

written by Moses (Gen-Deut) 
§ Hagiographa—literally “holy writings;” the third section of the Jewish scriptures containing 

the history and poetry of the Old Testament 
§ Polyglot—a book containing versions of the same text in several languages 
§ Complutensian—of or pertaining to Complutum (Alcala de Henares) a city near Madrid, 

Spain 
§ Pointed/unpointed text—biblical Hebrew was originally written in all consonants with no 

vowels. From AD 780-930 the Tiberian school (6 generations of the of Ben Asher family) 
developed a system of dots around the consonants to represent vowel sounds according 
to their understood pronunciation. These are known as “vowel points.” A Hebrew text 
printed with vowel points (like the Masoretic text) is known as a pointed text. 

§ Masoretic text—of or relating to the Masora (written also Masorah, Massora, and 
Massorah), a Jewish text of the Hebrew Scriptures, composed by several learned rabbis 
of the school of Tiberias between AD 780-930, and finally edited by Aaron ben Moses 
ben Asher to comprise the standard Old Testament text. The word is taken from 
reference to the vowel points and accents of that Hebrew text of the Bible. 
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1) The Hebrew Psalter was printed in 1477 
2) The Pentateuch was printed in Bologna, Italy in 1482 
3) The Prophets were printed in an unpointed text in 1485-86 at Soncino, Italy 
4) The Hagiographa appeared in 1486-87 at Naples with points but not accents 
5) The whole Old Testament, with points and accents, was finished at Soncino on February 

14, 1488, reprinted in 1491-93, and in the Brescia Bible of 1494 
6) On July 10, 1517 this completely assembled text was published in the Complutensian 

Polyglot 
7) The standard edition of the Masoretic text was the second edition published by Daniel 

Bomberg of Antwerp, edited by Jacob ben Hayyim (1524-25) 
 
 
CONCLUSION OT: The __________________________ is the true Heb. text, because it represents the 
providential work of the Holy Spirit guiding Jews to preserve the oracles God gave them. Rom 3:1-2 
 
 

B. The _________ Text of the New Testament 
 
 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATED TO THE GREEK NT (SO YOU CAN BE SMART, TOO!) 
 

§ Extant—still in existence; not extinct or destroyed or lost 
§ Papyri—plural form of the word papyrus; a writing on papyrus, the pith of the papyrus plant 

cut in strips and pressed into a material to write on 
§ Uncials—a certain style of letters used in ancient manuscripts, where the letters are 

somewhat rounded, and upstrokes and downstrokes have a slight inclination. These 
letters (also called majuscules, similar to our capital letters) were used as early as the 
first century BC, and were seldom used after the 900s, being superseded by the cursive 
style. 

§ Cursives—a manuscript of the New Testament written in small, connected characters or in a 
running hand (also called minuscules, similar to our lower-case letters) developed in the 
600-800s 

§ Lectionaries—a book or a list of lections (a lesson or selection of Scripture) for reading in 
worship 

§ Church Fathers—an early writer accepted as an authority on the teachings and practices of 
the Imperial Christian church 

§ Textus Receptus—literally, “received text;” the accepted text of the Greek New Testament 
 

1) The first Greek text was published by Desiderius Erasmus, at Basel, Switzerland, March, 
1516 

2) The first Greek text printed was the Complutensian Polyglot 
3) Robert Estienne, (Stephanus) edited four Greek texts: 1546, 1549, 1550, and 1551 (the 

first to include numbered verses) 
4) Theodore de Beze (Beza) edited ten editions of the Greek text from 1565 to 1611 
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5) Bonaventure and Abraham Elzevir published seven editions of the Greek text from 1624 
to 1678 

 
 
CONCLUSION NT: The _________________________ (AKA Byzantine, Syrian, Eastern, Majority, Koine, 
Family 35, or Received) is the true Greek text, because it represents the providential work of the Holy 
Spirit in guiding the priesthood of believers. 
 
 

C. Conclusions 
 

1. The Printed Greek Text from 1517 to 1633 Represents The Holy Spirit's 
_____________________  __________________________ 

 
 
Point 5. Alleged errors left in the text of the Bible are not errors at all, but God’s ________________ 
________________________ for his own providential purposes. 
 
 

REASONS FOR APPARENT ERRORS IN THE ORIGINAL TEXTS 
 

a. To drive the___________________________, Ezek 14:3-5; 1 Thes 2:13; 1 Kings 22:19-22 

b. To reveal hidden truth to the_____________________________, Matt 13:10-11,13,15 

1) Every error has an explanation 

2) Every explanation is connected to a__________________ _____________________, 
e.g. Heb 9:27 

 
2. God Approved this Printed Form of the Greek Text through its 

_____________________________ ____________________________________________ 

 
 

3. The Authorized Version in English Is an __________________ ____________ of that Received 
Text 

 
 
 
III. THE PROCESS OF GETTING A TRANSLATION 
 

A. It was ____________________ 
• God intervened to create mankind 
• God intervened to give us his word 
• God intervened to direct believers in the choice of inspired books 
• God intervened to __________________________________________________ 
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Point 6. We have a homogenous process, which with unhypocritical integrity is ______________ 
_____________________________________ on creation, inspiration, the canonization, and the 
coming of the King James. 
 

B. It was _____________ 

C. It was process, _________________ 

D. It reached a goal and______________________, 2 Tim 3:16 
 
 
Conclusion: If you can__________________________________, you have something that is inspired. 
 
 
 


