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64. PROVERBS 16 – FOLLOW THE RIGHT WAY. 
Proverbs 16:31–33 
 
1. WooHOO, Old folks ________________! 
31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, If it be found in the way of righteousness.  
 

 Proverbs shows that the righteous are blessed with ________________.  
(3:1–2, 16; 9:6; 10:27; 12:28; 16:17) 

Proverbs 3:1–2 My son, forget not my law; But let thine heart keep my commandments: 2 For 
length of days, and long life, And peace, shall they add to thee. 
 

 Your grey hair is a good thing! “a crown of glory” 
Proverbs 20:29 The glory of young men is their strength: And the beauty of old men is the gray head. 
  When you look old? You have earned it! 
 

 Crown: Elders are meant to ________________.  
1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
Leviticus 19:32 Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy 
God: I am the Lord. 
 

 Example: a pastor is an “elder” 
Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is 
unprofitable for you. 1 Timothy 5:1–2; 19  See also 1 Peter 5:1-4 
 

 Conditions: “If it be found in the way of righteousness.” 
Hebrews 13:7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: 
whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. 
1 Timothy 5:19–20 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 20 Them 
that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 
 

KEY: Not every hoary head deserves ________________. Example: Joab. 
1 Kings 2:6 Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 
Ecclesiastes 4:13 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be 
admonished. 
 

 There is a very real ________________ in not honoring and submitting to godly, qualified elders 
Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is 
unprofitable for you. 
 
2. Chill bro.  
32 He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; And he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

 Another “better than” Proverb.  
This is a wonderful description of ________________! 

 Psalm 103:8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.  
Psalm 145:8; Jonah 4:2; Nahum 1:3 
 

 Example: David (slow) vs Joab (quick to anger)  
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 Joab was mighty and new how to take a city. He took the Jebusite fortress.  
1 Chronicles 11:4–7 And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites were, 
the inhabitants of the land. 5 And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come hither. 
Nevertheless David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David. 6 And David said, Whosoever smiteth 
the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief. 7 And 
David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David. 
  

Contrast David. Slow to anger.  
When Saul turned on him. David fled for his LIFE. When David had a chance to take Saul’s life he 
didn’t – he exercised self-control.  

James 1:19–20 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 
  

Acts 13:22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave 
testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. 
 
3. The will of the Lord.  
33 The lot is cast into the lap; But the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord. 
 

 This verse is not talking about ________________.  
This verse describes the seeking of the will of the Lord on something not clear from the Law in the 
Old Testament.  

 Lots can be used to gamble. Soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ garment. We’ll talk about this in a minute.  
 This was the means of discerning the Lord’s will or direction in the OT.  
This proverb refers to the pocket of the ephod in which the urim and thummim were kept. These were the two stones 
by which the Lord gave true judgment and guidance in Old Testament times (Exodus 28:30). The two stones, carried in 
a pocket in the high priest’s vestment, were probably precious stones. The stone drawn out would give the judicial 
decision. Urim and thummim, meaning “light” and “perfection,” are examples of metonymy and actually refer to “that 
which was brought to light” and “moral perfection (namely the innocence of an accused party).”9  
 

 “The lot is cast into the lap” – They used these stones to determine direction from the LORD.  
Exodus 28:30 And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall 
be upon Aaron’s heart, when he goeth in before the Lord: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel upon his heart before the Lord continually. 
  

Examples: Dividing of the promised land to the 12 tribes of Israel.  
Numbers 26:55 Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of 
their fathers they shall inherit. 
Numbers 34:17 These are the names of the men which shall divide the land unto you: Eleazar the priest, 
and Joshua the son of Nun. 
 

    David.  When Saul killed the priests, Abiathar hid with David.  
1 Samuel 22:18–21 And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite 
turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen 
ephod. 19 And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, both men and women, 
children and sucklings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword.  
20 And one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled after David. 21 

And Abiathar shewed David that Saul had slain the LORD’S priests. 

 
9 John Phillips, Exploring Proverbs 1–19: An Expository Commentary, vol. 1, The John Phillips Commentary 
Series (Kregel Publications; WORDsearch Corp., 2009), Pr 16:31–33. 
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1 Samuel 23:6 And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he 
came down with an ephod in his hand. 
1 Samuel 23:9–13 And David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against him; and he said to 
Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the ephod. 10 Then said David, O LORD God of Israel, thy servant hath 
certainly heard that Saul seeketh to come to Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. 11 Will the men of 
Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard? O LORD God of Israel, I 
beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the LORD said, He will come down. 12 Then said David, Will the men of 
Keilah deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the LORD said, They will deliver thee up. 13 Then 
David and his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed out of Keilah, and went whithersoever 
they could go. And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; and he forbare to go forth. 

The use of the lot was an O.T. dispensation provision.  
 The last recorded use by God’s people is seen the replacement of the betrayer, Judas. 

Acts 1:26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. 
 

Today, in the church age, we have no need of lots. To try it is to flirt with practicing _____________ 
  

 Today the church seeks God’s direction via the Word and Prayer. 
John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
Philippians 4:6–7 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 
 Wicked Hamon cast lots to determine the day to ________________ the Jewish people.   

  “the dice of the gods are loaded. Don’t gamble with God.” - J Vernon McGee 
 

The Jewish feast of ________________ – “Lots” is kept in memorial of God’s providential salvation 
of the Jews from Hamon’s wicked plot.  

 
 


